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THE GERUND WITH AN OBJECT, AND ITS EQUIVA- 
LENT GERUNDIVE, IN PREPARATORY LATIN 



By Bernard M. Allen 
Phillips Academy, Andover, Mass. 



As a text for what follows, attention is called to the accompanying 
table of the gerund and gerundive forms found in the writings of 
Caesar and Nepos, and in some three hundred pages of Cicero's 
orations, including the four against Catiline, Archias, Pompey's 
Command, Marcellus, Milo, Murena, Sulla, and Sestius. In this 
table are certain statistics, also, which have no bearing on the present 
discussion, but are included here as having, perhaps, some value in 
themselves. 
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Genitive singular gerundives 

Genitive plural gerundives 

Genitive gerunds with singular object . 
Genitive gerunds with plural object . . . 

Dative gerundives 

Accusative singular gerundives 

Accusative plural gerundives 

Ablative singular gerundives 

Ablative plural gerundives 

Ablative gerunds with object 

Genitive gerunds 

Dative gerunds 

Accusative gerunds 

Ablative gerunds 

Second periphrastic conjugation, finite. 
Second periphrastic conjugation, infinitives 

Second periphrastic conjugation, total. . 

Gerundives with euro, trado, etc 
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As regards the accuracy of the table, it is the result of two readings, 
the first made hastily, for information, the second made independently 
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of the first, with this article in view. Of the instances noted in the 
second list, 90 per cent, were noted in the first; 98 per cent, of those 
in the first list were noted in the second. The margin of probable 
error, due to omission, in the final list, which has been made by 
checking the first two with each other, is therefore one-fifth of 1 
per cent. 

The fourteen genitive plural gerundives noted are as follows: 
Cat. i. 7: "tuorum consiliorum reprimendorum causa;" Cat. 
i. 15: "consulum et principum civitatis interficiendorum causa;" 
Mur. 27: " interimendorum sacrorum causa;" Mur. 80: "consilia 
.... civium trucidandorum; " Sest. 56: "tempore legum rogan- 
darum;" Sest. 98: "rerum gerendarum dignitate;" B.G. iii. 6. 2: 
"spem potiundorum castrorum;" B. G. iv. 22. 1: "navium paran- 
darum causa;" B. G. vii. 43. 3: "recuperandorum suorum causa;" 
B. C. i. 4. 2: "regum appellandorum largitionibus;" B. C. i. 15. 4: 
" confirmandorum hominum causa;" B. C. ii. 42. 5: "equorum 
reficiendorum causa;" B. C. iii. 24. 1: "per causam exercendorum 
remigum;" B. C. iii. 31. 4: "confirmandorum militum causa." 
Only four of the fourteen occur in the text usually read: two in 
Cat. i, one in B. G. iii, one in B. G. iv. 

The instances of a gerund with an object are as follows: 
Genitive. — Mil.iy. " iudicium decernendi .... potestas;" Suit. 
35: "tam multa dicendi necessitas;" B. G. i. 52. 3: "spatium pila 
in hostis coniciendi;" B. G. iv. n. 2: "potestatem .... legates 
mittendi;" B. G. iv. 14. 2: "arma capiendi spatio date;" B. G. v. 
38. 2: "ulciscendi Romanos .... occasionem;" B. G. vi. 34. 6: 
"dispersos circumveniendi .... audacia;" B. C. ii. ^3- 5 : "sol- 
licitandi milites .... occasio;" B. C. iii. 15. 2: "naves ad terrain 
religandi potestas." (Instead of "facultas dicendi causam," Nep. 
xix. 4. 2, it seems better to read "dicenti causam," as in Rolfe's 
edition.) 

Ablative. — Nep. ii. 2. 3: "praedones consectando;" Nep. v. 4. 4: 
"sic se gerendo" (possibly gerundive); Nep. vi. 2. 1: "plura enumer- 
ando;" Nep. x. 1. 4: "quas [legationes] .... diligenter obeundo, 
fideliter administrando;" Nep. xiv. 10. 3: "haec diu faciendo." 

"In tenendo quod semel adnuisset," Nep. xxv. 15. 2, cannot be 
classified, the supplied antecedent of quod being either eo or id, but 
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the phrase was probably felt as a gerund with an object. Cf. "in 
suum cuique tribuendo," Brut. 85. "In se tuendo," Nep. xv. 3. 4, 
may possibly be another instance, but is classified in the table as a 
gerundive. The one dative gerund is found in Nep. ii. 6. 5 : " cum 
satis alti tuendo muri exstructi viderentur." 

The six dative gerundives, all plural but one, are as follows : Mur. 
8: "ut meum laborem hominum periculis sublevandis non imper- 
tiam;" B. G. iii. 4. 1: "vix ut eis rebus .... conlocandis atque 
administrandis tempus daretur;" B. G. v. 27. 5: " omnibus hibernis 
Caesaris oppugnandis hunc esse dictum diem;" B. C. iii. 2. 1: 
"comitiis omnibus perficiendis XI dies tribuit;" Nep. xxv. 12. 2: 
" triumvirum rei publicae constituendae." 

The 64 gerundives in agreement with the objects (or subjects) of 
euro, etc., are found in 55 places, 30 times with euro, 10 with trado, 
(two passive), 6 with do, 2 each with attribuo and relinquo, and 1 
each with denoto, defero, loco, permitto (passive), and suscipio. 

No very sharp line can be drawn between the true gerundive use, 
as with euro, where the participle carries the leading idea, and those 
uses where it simply agrees with the subject or object of the verb, 
and indicates purpose. As an instance of the first use, note Cat. iii. 20: 
"illud signum conlocandum consules illi locaverunt." For the 
second use, cf. B. G. vi. 4. 4: "hos Haeduis custodiendos tradit." 
For an instance permitting either interpretation, cf. Cat. iv. 13, 
"attribuit nos trucidandos Cethego," "he assigns the killing of us to 
Cethegus," or "he assigns us to Cethegus to be killed." 

One point especially to be noted in the foregoing table is the small 
number of genitive plural gerundives, in comparison with those in the 
genitive singular; and, in connection with this, the fact that in Caesar, 
where seven of the nine genitive gerunds with objects are found, the 
object is always plural, and is in no case a neuter pronoun or adjective 
which would require a gerund to avoid ambiguity. The general 
dislike of the double -arum or -arum ending is well known, and is 
here clearly indicated; but there is also evident a special avoidance 
of the genitive plural gerundive, since there is no such dispropor- 
tionate use of the genitive singular and genitive plural of nouns 
modified by other adjectives of the first and second declensions. 
Caesar's use of the genitive gerund with a plural object is evidently 
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one of his methods of avoiding the genitive plural gerundive. One 
passage, B. G. iv. 14. 2, shows this very clearly: "neque consili 
habendi neque arma capiendi spatio dato." Cf. also a passage in 
B. G. v. 38. 2, "sui . . . . liberandi atque ulciscendi Romanos .... 
occasionem." 

Though Cicero shows an equal dislike of the genitive plural ge- 
rundive, and Nepos never uses it, neither author seems to use Caesar's 
method of avoiding it. There is occasionally found in Cicero, how- 
ever, though not in the text covered by the table, a peculiar con- 
struction worth noting in this connection. I refer to the use of a 
second genitive along with the genitive gerund in dependence on a 
noun; e. g., Inv. ii. 5 : "exemplorum eligendi potestas." This con- 
struction occurs not only in Cicero, but also in Lucretius and Varro, 
and in early and late Latin. 1 The second genitive is nearly always 
plural, always so in Cicero, and the two or three apparent exceptions 
in Plautus and Terence are explained by Madvig in other ways. 
Whatever the explanation of this somewhat anomalous construction 
may be, whether we consider the genitive plural as an objective geni- 
tive in dependence on the gerund, or assume with Madvig that it 
resulted from a confusion of the gerundive construction with that of 
the gerund with an object, or, as more recent authorities think, con- 
sider that the genitive plural depends on the same substantive as the 
gerund, in any case the meaning is clearly the same as that of a gerund 
with an object, or of its equivalent gerundive. Is it unreasonable to 
assume that one motive for its use was the desire to avoid that same 
genitive plural gerundive? Following are some instances noted: 
Plaut. Capt. 852; Ter. Heaut. 29; Varro, R. R. ii. 1, and v. 7; 
Lucr. v. 1225; Cic. Verr. ii. 77, and iv. 104; Fin. i. 60, and v. 19; 
Univ. 9; Inv. ii. 5; Phil. v. 6; Suet. Aug. 98. Weisweiler speaks 
of this usage as frequent in Cicero, in comparison with other writers. 2 
One of the passages in the list above, from Phil. v. 6, is especially 
significant: "agitur utrum Antonio facultas detur opprimendae rei 
publicae, caedis faciendae bonorum, diripiendae urbis, agrorum suis 
latronibus condonandi." This seems as clear in its avoidance of 

1 Lane, Grammar, sec. 2261. 

* "Haufiger findet sich dieser Gebrauch merkwiirdiger Weise bei Cicero." — 
Paderborn, Participium futuri passivi (1890), p. 98. 
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-arum .... -orum as the passage in B. G. iv. 14.2: "neque con- 
sili habendi neque arma capiendi spatio dato." 

One of the reasons which led to this investigation was what seemed 
to be a careless or inexact form of statement about these construc- 
tions in some of the common-school grammars and first-year Latin 
books. A few of these maybe quoted: Allen and Greenough, sec. 
503 : "When the gerund would have an object in the accusative, the 

gerundive is generally used instead The following examples 

illustrate the parallel constructions of gerund and gerundive: 

urbem capiendi 
consilium ,. .. , „ 
urbis capiendae. 

Sec. 504, note 1 : "In these [genitive] uses the gerund and gerundive 
are about equally common." 

If the word "gerund" in this last sentence means "intransitive 
gerund," the statement is accurate enough, but hardly worth making, 
for it is equivalent to comparing the number of transitive and intransi- 
tive uses of verbs in general. If, on the other hand, as corresponding 
notes in this Grammar on the other cases would indicate, "gerund" 
means "gerund with an object," the statement is decidedly inaccurate. 

Bennett, 339. 1: "Instead of the genitive or ablative of the 
gerund with a direct object, another construction may be, and very 
often is, used. This consists in putting the direct object in the case 
of the gerund (gen. or abl.), and using the gerundive in agreement 
with it. This is called the gerundive construction. Thus: 

Gerund Construction Gerundive Construction 

cupidus urbem videndi cupidus urbis videndae 

detector oratores legendo detector oratoribus tegendis." 

Bennett says nothing elsewhere to indicate any preference between 
the two constructions in such phrases. 

West, 637: "The gerund is a noun with the force of an active 

verb: 

mens cogitando alitur. 
consilium urbem capiendi. 

Here the gerund capiendi governs urbem as object." 

Collar and Daniell give no illustrations of a gerund with an object 
except in the genitive. There they give consilium urbem delendi, 
consilium urbis delendae, with no preference indicated. 
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Tuell and Fowler, 378: "The two constructions are both admis- 
sible in the genitive; in the other cases the gerundive is generally 

used. 

potestas urbem videndi. 
potestas urbis videndae." 

Those grammarians who find it more convenient to make up their 
own illustrations than to take them from Latin authors seem to have 
a strange fondness for urbem as the object of a gerund, the like of 
which no student will ever see before entering college, unless he hap- 
pens to read the Milo, and then just once. The safer plan, surely, 
is that of Professor Lane, who, according to his editor (Preface, 
p. viii), "held that examples printed in the grammar to illustrate 
syntactical principles should never be manufactured." 



